Positive and negative symptoms in the psychoses: principal components analysis of items from the Scale for the Assessment of Positive Symptoms and the Scale for the Assessment of Negative Symptoms.
The present study investigated the factor structure of the items contained in Andreasen's scales for the assessment of positive and negative symptoms (SAPS and SANS) by use of a series of principal components analyses (PCAs) with oblique rotations of the axes. It was found that the structure could be summarized by three major components labeled negative symptoms, thought disorder, and delusions/hallucinations. Dimensionality could meaningfully be increased to five components. Negative symptoms was found to separate into two components that we labeled negative signs and social dysfunctions. The delusions/hallucinations factor could be separated into two components, delusions and hallucinations, with "loss of boundary" delusions being related to both factors. Delusions of persecution were independent of other symptoms. The thought disorder factor did not decompose meaningfully within the investigated dimensionality. A two-factor solution did not explain the correlation between symptoms adequately. The results do not support the simple dichotomy between positive and negative symptoms in psychosis, but suggest that a wider dimensional concept may be more useful in future studies.